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Abstract

Contemporary Puppet Theater has evolved into one of the richest, most complex,
and multifaceted art forms, undergoing a significant transformation both in theory
and practice. According to modern and innovative theories in puppet theater, the
puppet is no longer defined simply as a fixed and determinate object; instead, it is
increasingly understood as the dynamic result of an interaction, vibration, or even a
network of relationships. Consequently, the fundamental question “What is a pup-
pet?” has shifted to “Where is the puppet?”, and radical concepts such as the “disem-
bodied puppet,” “motionless manipulation,” and the “puppet moment” have been
introduced by theorists like Claudia Orenstein and Julie Postel. This article is centered
around these novel ideas and the views of these two prominent figures in the field of
contemporary puppet theater.

In this renewed perspective on puppet theater, the role of the audience and the
process of spectatorship become crucial in determining the essence, meaning, and
identity of the puppet. According to this emerging approach, the domain of puppet
life and the very space of puppet theater expands to include ‘stages’ that go far be-
yond the traditional theater venue. The city, for instance, becomes one of these new
performative stages. The city, as a performative and theatrical medium, holds vast,
untapped potential, and through the everyday interactions between citizens and ur-
ban spaces, various types of spontaneous and intentional performances are created
within the urban environment. Through a thorough exploration of contemporary
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definitions of puppet theater, this study reveals a striking and explicit correlation
between human relationships with the city and the dynamic relationship between
puppets and puppeteers. Streets, public squares, buses, stadiums, and shopping cen-
ters are among the many urban spaces filled with unrecognized puppet-like perfor-
mances, and the authors of this study have endeavored to document and analyze a
narrative of these emerging urban performances.

These urban puppet performances, whether conscious or unconscious, reflect the
complex discourses of the city and the intricate nature of human interactions. In
this context, the modern urban individual is symbolically transformed into a contem-
porary puppet, finding and negotiating their identity within the ongoing tensions
between objects, places, other individuals, and social structures.
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5. Performing the City

18. Henryk Jurkowski
21. Puppet: An Essay on Uncanny Life
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3. performative
6. Lewis Mumford
9. urban drama

13. JENNIFER GOODLANDER
16. Steve Tillis
19. Bread and Puppet Theater

22. Toward a Disembodied Puppet: Vibrational Presences and Illusory Animation

23. two bodies of the puppet
26. The King’s Two Bodies
29. listening to motionless objects

24. Amos Fergombe

30. Roland Shon

27. Disembodied Puppet

25. Ernst Kantorowicz
28. Immobile animation
31. Morbus Théatre
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32. Phia Menard 33. Brunella Eruli 34. Puppet moment

35. Puppetry and Material Performance 36. manipulated theatrical object
37. ourselves 38. Things as an essential extension of ourselves

39. Margaret Williams 40. The Death of ‘The Puppet 41. kinetic character

42. Performance 43. Richard Schechner 44. Jonathan Raban

45. William Jenkins 46. Michel de Certeau 47. Walking in the City

48. Kevin A. Lynch
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