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Abstract

Ancient and traditional Indian performances are ritualistic enactments designed to
evoke rasa in the audience. The significance of these performances within the Indi-
an philosophical framework is so profound that dedicated texts have been written
to elaborate on the formation process of these performances and their constituent
elements, including stage props, set design, music, narrative structure, acting tech-
niques, and even the audience’s engagement with the performance. Given that the
purpose of performance in traditional societies extends beyond mere aesthetic en-
joyment, this article aims to explore the audience’s role in the creation of rasa as a
central principle of performance. It seeks to address the question: what is the rela-
tionship between the audience and the generation of rasa?

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, with data collected
from library sources and primary Indian texts. The findings indicate that in Indian
ritualistic performances, the audience is not merely a passive spectator but an ac-
tive participant in the enactment. Rooted in the holistic perspective of traditional
thought, these performances often dissolve the clear distinction between actor and
audience during certain moments. In fact, the audience’s actions during the perfor-
mance can influence the actors’ emotions, creating a reciprocal dynamic. Conse-
quently, the generation and perpetuation of rasa depend not only on the narrative,
stage elements, and actors but also on the active engagement of the audience as a
co-creator in the performance process.

Keywords: Rasa, Natyashastra, Perception of Artwork, Traditional Indian Theater
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3. Abhinavabharati
6. Bharatamuni

9. anubhavas

12. rasavat

1. rasa

4. aesthetic relish

7. sthayibhavas

10. vibhavas
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15. vibhava anubhava 16. santimental

18. alaukika 19. laukika

21. feelings 22. artistically performed emotions
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2. Natya Sastra

5. ekaghanata

8. vyabhicaribhavas

11. the essence of sentence

14. rasa haya
17. pretty art
20. emotions

24. ya evam 25. vidvan 26. svadyate

27. rasasvadana 28. ananda-cinmaya 29. lokottra

30. akhanda 31. svaprakasa 32. camatkara

33. brahmasvada- sahodara 34. Abhinavagupta (950-1016) 35. stheitaprajana
36. vighna 37. sadharanikerta 38. sahrdaya

39. a person of attuned heart
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