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Abstract

This research examines the reflection of the concept of deformation in Tatsumi Hijikata’s
Butoh performances, influenced by the paintings of Francis Bacon. In the post-World
War |l era, Japanese artists, including Hijikata, sought to redefine their identity, focusing
on the body as a medium for expressing collective and individual experiences. Hijikata
created performances based on bodily deformation to represent concepts such as
decay, collapse, and disintegration, while Francis Bacon similarly expressed analogous
themes in his paintings by distorting human figures. This study aims to conduct a
comparative analysis of deformation in Hijikata’s Butoh and Bacon’s paintings using an
intertextual analysis method, exploring how these shared concepts transition from visual
media to live performance. The central question is how Bacon’s paintings influenced
the representation of deformation in Hijikata’s Butoh. To answer this, two of Bacon’s
paintings referenced in Hijikata’s Butoh-fu and two scenes from his performances are
analyzed. The findings reveal that Hijikata did not merely imitate but adapted the theme
of deformation through embodiment. Both artists, by deviating from classical narratives
and breaking predetermined forms, sought to express an ambiguous and indeterminate
truth. The results indicate a meaningful connection between Bacon’s paintings and
Hijikata’s performances, demonstrating that Butoh-fu served as an initial framework
for exploring deformed bodies and redefining post-war Japanese identity. At the
level of artistic techniques, the research reveals that Hijikata employed three primary
mechanisms in translating visual concepts into performance: structural translation
(converting visual composition into bodily relationships), spatial expansion (extending
deformation from the face to the entire body), and temporal transformation (turning the
static moment of painting into a dynamic performative process). This study highlights
the importance of a comparative approach in analyzing interdisciplinary influences in
performance arts and suggests that deformation, in both media, served as a means of
expressing the human condition in the face of existential crises.
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2. Butoh

5. Henry Michaux
8. Jean Genet

11. Ukiyo-e

1. Tatsumi Hijikata
4. Butoh fu

7. Francis Bacon
10. Sondra Fraleigh

13. Falling dance: Hijikata’s recomposition of the body via Bacon
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3. Kazuo Ohno

6. Willem de Kooning
9. Artaud

12. Fusako Innami
14. Kurt Wurmli

15. The power of image: Hijikata Tatsumi’s scrapbooks and the art of Butoh

16. Bruce Baird
18. Butoh-Kaden
21. John Dewey

19. Yukio Waguri
22. Allen Weiss

24. Triptych, Three Studies for figures at the base of crucifixion

26. Two figures in a room 27. kokutai

29. Final Fighting on Attu 30. Noh

32. Daraku 33. Ango Sakaguchi
35. Bewilderment 36. Nadare-ame
38. Laban 39. Saga Kobayashi

41, Study after Velazquez's portrait of Pope Innocent X

42. Portraits of George Dyer and Lucian Freud

43, Portrait of George Dyer riding a bicycle

44, Takashi Morishita 45, Kurihara Nanako
47. Momoko Nimura

49. Story of a smallpox

52. Merleau-Ponty

55. Three figures in a room

N

50. Francis Barbe

53. World of Anatomy
56. Three figures and a portrait

17. Hijikata Tatsumi and Butoh: dancing in the pool of gray grits

20. Lived Embodiment
23. Gilles Deleuze

25. Eumenides

28. Tsuguhara Fujita
31. Kabuki

34. un-dance

37. Scrapbooks

40. Head Il

46. Yoko Ashikawa

48. Three studies of figures on bed

51. Aubrey Beardsley
54. Three Studies for a Self-Portrait
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